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Purpose and Needs 

Land Between The Lakes Pisgah Bay 

Interdisciplinary Team plans to integrate 

ecology, education, recreation, wildlife, 

heritage, and silviculture–the science of 

forest management–to restore the oak-

hickory and Shortleaf Pine tree native to 

the area. In addition, plans include 

removing invasive species. Proposed 

actions include prescribed fire, herbicide 

treatment of non-native invasive species, 

timber treatments, and a rerouting of 

approximately 2.7 miles of the North/

South Trail to stop degradation of the 

landscape.  

These actions will open up the canopy 

allowing sunlight to reach the forest floor. 

 

Roads will also be addressed. 

Anticipated plans include replacing 

culverts while improving conditions on 

approximately 31.7 miles of Forest 

Service roads. Four miles of the 300 

numbered Forest Service roads in the 

project area have been identified as 

causing degradation within the 

watershed. 

 

Approximately 5,160 acres will be 

affected by these restoring and 

regenerating treatments. Popular trails 

and recreation areas lie within the project 

area. These include the North/South 

Trail, Hillman Ferry Campground, 

Hillman Heritage National Recreation 

Trail, Star 

Camp, Pisgah 

Point, 

Birmingham 

Ferry, and the 

Woodlands 

Trace National 

Scenic Byway. 

The Forest Service initiated the Pisgah 

Bay Environmental Assessment because 

of the damage caused to the area by the 

2009 ice storm and to carry out our Land 

and Resource Management Plan (Area 

Plan). Our Land and Resource Manage-

ment Plan calls for a balanced mix of 

facilities and services that: 

 Provide visitors with positive outdoor 

recreation and environmental educa-

tion experiences; 

 Help stimulate economic development 

in local and regional communities; and 

 Actively manage natural resources in 

support of native and desired non-

native plants, fish and wildlife habitats. 

You can find our plan at http://

lbl.org/041203FinalEISPlanIndex.html       

The 2009 Ice Storm Assessment report 

identified Pisgah Bay and Moss Creek 

compartments a priority to improve. The 

forest in these compartments suffered 

45percent or more damage to the cano-

py creating unsafe conditions with hang-

ing limbs, downed trees, and heavy fuel 

debris.  Storm-weakened trees also in-

crease the likelihood of fungus, insects, 

and disease. 

In addition to the closed canopy condi-

tions, parts of the project area have 

heavy fuel loading that further shades 

the forest floor. Currently we have oak 

and hickory trees being 

crowded out and not regener-

ating because of this  lack of 

sunlight to the forest floor. 

Vegetation management will 

improve forest health and 

promote diversity of the many species 

native to Land Between The Lakes.  Di-

versity will also support the variety of 

native wildlife we desire. 

Recreation and environmental education 

opportunities will expand with improved 

forest health. Increased access and visi-

bility into the forest interior will promote 

hunting, hiking, backcountry camping, 

wildlife viewing, and scenic driving op-

portunities.  Storm damage has also 

made conditions less safe for the high 

volume of users in the area.  

Road maintenance would benefit water-

shed conditions and improve scenic driv-

ing. Resource degradation concerns 

need to be addressed on approximately 

32 miles of road in the project area. This 

ranges from road maintenance to minor 

repairs and culvert replacements.  Unac-

ceptable resource damage occurs during 

wet conditions on Forest Service Roads 

305 and 306; therefore we need to deter-

mine the best course of action to prevent 

this damage.  Parts of the North/South 

Trails system in this project area need 

rerouting to avoid soil and water re-

source damages.  

The Pisgah Bay Project will help meet 

our Area Plan goals and objectives with 

support and enhancement of wildlife 

habitats and outdoor recreation opportu-

nities through active forest and open 

land management. Using a wide range of 

proven and appropriate methods, the 

ecological diversity of Land Between The 

Lakes National Recreation Area will im-

prove for greater enjoyment by visitors 

which in turn will increase the number of 

visitors to our regional communities. 

Project Summary 

Additional information on Pisgah Bay Project can be found at 

http://lbl.org/LRMPProjects.html.  

http://lbl.org/041203FinalEISPlanIndex.html
http://lbl.org/041203FinalEISPlanIndex.html
http://lbl.org/LRMPProjects.html.
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Infrastructure  

 Re-route 2.7 miles of trail within the 

project area on the North/South Trail 

to improve trail sustainability and 

decrease resource degradation. 

Decommission approximately 2.9 

miles on the North/South Trail and 

one trail shelter after the reroutes are 

finished.  

 Add one user made backcountry 

camping site and approximately 0.1 

mile motorized access to the forest 

system roads and the Motor Vehicle 

Use map; this access will then be 

open for motorized use by the public.  

 Construct 6.0 miles of temporary 

roads to access the project area for 

timber removal across all treatment 

areas. Temporary roads would be 

decommissioned once timber removal 

is completed.  

 Replace or install culverts on Forest 

Service roads to prevent degradation 

to the existing road system and for 

watershed improvement.  

 Improve conditions along 

approximately 31.7 miles of Forest 

Service Roads in the project area to 

enhance current infrastructure and 

decrease resource degradation 

concerns.  

 Based on resource conditions, 

seasonally close system road FSR 

305 (approximately 2.7 miles) and 

approximately 1.3 miles of FSR 306 

to prevent sediment migration and 

improve the watershed condition.  

 Add approximately 2.2 miles of 

established non-system roads to the 

Forest Service system for the 

purpose of official use by Forest 

Service staff, contractors, and 

partners. Access will be maintained to 

Watkins Infant Cemetery for cemetery 

access only.  

Herbicide Treatment of Non-

Native Invasive Species (NNIS)  

 Reduce existing non-native invasive 

plant species within the project 

boundary and along roads and trails 

enclosed by the project area using an 

integrated pest management method 

that may include prescribed fire, 

herbicide applications, and mechanical 

removal such as mowing.  

 Apply herbicides on up to 600 acres per 

year in the project area for three specific 

goals -- prepare shortleaf pine 

regeneration site, improve oak 

woodland conditions, and control non-

native invasive species.  

 Use herbicides imazapyr, glyphosate, 

triclopyr, metsulfuron methyl, and 

imazapic to control non-native 

invasive species for the Pisgah Bay 

Project  

 Site application would reduce the 

number of competing plant species, 

including non-native invasive species, 

to give shortleaf pines a competitive 

advantage in the regeneration and 

establishment phases.  

 Herbicide applications would improve 

woodland conditions. Treatment 

would target woody vegetation and 

non-native invasive species to 

enhance forest floor growth of desired 

herbaceous plants.  

Upland Oak-Hickory 

Restoration and Regeneration; 

Shortleaf Restoration  

 Develop various upland oak and 

shortleaf pine forest structures 

(mature oak woodland, mature open 

canopy oak forest, regenerating oak 

and shortleaf pine forest, and 

wildlife stand improvements) on 

4,469 acres by thinning trees using 

mechanical and non-mechanical 

means, including herbicide use.  

 Integrate the utilization of woody 

biomass harvested in conjunction 

with the proposed mechanical 

thinning treatment areas.  

 Restore and regenerate vegetation 

along roadways and trails to 

improve recreation opportunities 

and wildlife habitats.  

 Restore habitat conditions through 

vegetation management practices 

on one known site for the federally 

threatened Price’s potato bean. 

Enhance habitat conditions on other 

sites for potential propagation and 

recovery of this species.  

Prescribed Fire  

Conduct a combination of dormant and 

growing season prescribed fires on 

approximately 5,160 acres within the 

project area multiple times, as dictated 

by ground conditions and the desired 

conditions in the Area Plan. Use existing 

trails and roads as fire lines.  

Proposed Actions for Pisgah Bay Project 

Wild Turkey Eggs 

For more information relating to this 

proposal, please contact Dennis Wilson, 

Forester, by email: denniswilson@fs.fed.us 

or (270) 924-2070.  

http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome
http://www.fs.fed.us/

