
The mission of the National Recreation Area is to protect and manage 
the resources for optimum yield of outdoor recreation and 
environmental education for the American people.  It is to serve as a 
demonstration assignment to authorize, cooperate in, test, and 
demonstrate innovative programs and cost effective management in an 
effort to stimulate the development of the surrounding region. 
 
Feral hogs currently occur in many areas of the unit.  They detract from 
the public experiences by altering the wildlife habitat and threatening 
the health and safety of visitors. 
 
The populations are growing and causing significant damage to 
resources, threaten heritage sites, destroy crops and pose a risk to 
economically important recreational game species.   

 
They were first reported in Land Between the Lakes in the early 2000’s. 
Sightings were sporadic until 2016 when sightings spiked.  The Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is assisting the Forest Service in trapping. 
APHIS trapped and destroyed more than 70 wild hogs in 2018 alone.  On 
November 29, 2018, APHIS joined the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources (KDFWR) and Tennessee wildlife resource agencies in advising the 
Forest Service to pursue aggressive eradication techniques.   
 
 
 

 
The population is localized to the Tennessee portion of the National Recreation 
Area with rare sightings north of the state line.  Reported sightings are trending in 
a northerly direction. Very recent sightings place a large population near the state 
line.  
 
There are no current estimates on numbers of feral hogs in Land Between the 
Lakes at this time.  Their numbers and distribution appear to be expanding quickly. 
Wild pig populations did not naturally expand across the United States, most 
populations are a result of illegal release.  Misguided hunters intentionally 
released some in an effort to create new hunting opportunities and other 
populations are a result of negligent owners who allowed their pigs to either run 
free or released them when they could no longer care for them.      
 
Feral hogs are doing extensive damage to agricultural and natural resources. 
They consume large amounts of vegetation and behaviors such as rooting, soil  
compaction, and wallowing all pose problems for plants. Consumption of seeds,  
nuts, and seedlings also reduces the potential for forest growth. Sites disturbed by rooting and wallowing are often 
vulnerable to erosion and establishment of non-native, invasive plants. In some 
habitats, they eat or uproot protected, sensitive, unique, or rare plants.  

100 Van Morgan Drive , Golden Pond, KY 42211 | 877-525-7077 | lblinfo@usda.gov 

Feral Hog Information  
Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area  

Remote Activation Vertical Trap 

Rooting Damage, Openlands Field in TN 

October 10, 2019 

Trap Date Total 

2018 70 

2019 123 

Feral Hogs Destroyed 


